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Basic CSS Layout Process

When the modern CSS layout is observed the presentational markup and content-order remain. CSS designed pages still are constructed in a “top to bottom, left to right” order that has been designed to satisfy the cravings of visual design. 

But the HTML working group at the W3C originally intended the <div> element to be used for the semantic grouping of areas with related content. But many designers now use them in the same way they used tables, to achieve a visual layout, without paying much attention to their divisions’ semantic(1) value. 

Simply replacing the <table> cells with <div> elements will not help you gain the full benefits of using Web standards or CSS. Unless you have carefully considered the meaning of each division, <div> elements are little better than using tables, especially when you begin to nest them several layers deep. Programs like Dreamweaver are particularly prone to creating an abundance of nested divisions. When you add more <div> elements than are absolutely necessary, not only do you increase the size of your documents, but you also increase the likelihood of errors creeping in during your development.

The following steps offer a good beginning method of learning to develop your CSS skills. While this is not the only way to begin the development process of a website, it is a solid learning method that you can grow and customize for your personal needs.

 Step 1. Create a detailed visual of your layout
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Additional semantic names for areas (containers): #nav_sub, #nav_supp, #search_input, #content_supp. 

Step 2. Create the <div> areas in XHTML structure. 

<body>


<div id=”container”>



/* overall page container */



<div id=”branding”>


/* Branding area for logo, etc. */



</div>



<div id=”nav_main”>


/* Navigation (main) */



</div>



<div id=”content_main”>

/* main Content */



</div>



<div id=”content_sub”>

/* Sub Content  */



</div>



<div id=”site_info”>


/* Site Information */



</div>


</div>

</body>

Step 3. Define the location of the areas on the document page. Borders are added only to assist in seeing the areas during the design process.

<head>

<title>CSS design process</title>


<style type=”text/css”>


#container
{width: 760px;




 margin: 0 auto;




}


#branding
{height: 150px;



 border: 1px solid #000;




}


#nav_main
{height: 30px;



 border: 1px solid #000;




}


#content_main




{float: left;




 width: 580px;




 border: 1px solid #000;




 }


#content_sub
{float: right;




 width: 160px;



 border: 1px solid #000;




}


#site_info”
{clear: both;




 padding: 10px 0 10px;




 border: 1px solid #000;




}


</style>

</head>

Step 4. Add “filler” content to verify your area locations and the layout. 

<body>


<div id=”container”>



/* page container */



<div id=”branding”>


/* Branding areas */




<h1>Site Branding</h1>



</div>



<div id=”nav_main”>


/* Navigation (main) */




<ul>





<li><a href=”index.html”>Home</a></li>





<li><a href=”about.html”>About</a></li>





<li><a href=”gallery.html”>Gallery</a></li>




</ul>



</div>



<div id=”content_main”>

/* main Content */




<h2>Main Content Header</h2>




<p>Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Pellentesque adipiscing varius lacus. Vivamus felis leo, lobortis eu, egestas eget, luctus id, massa. Cras euismod orci at massa. Suspendisse gravida tortor vel mi. Duis auctor posuere enim. Curabitur placerat hendrerit mi. Suspendisse id justo ac tortor venenatis lobortis. In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Pellentesque dignissim erat et lorem. Nullam feugiat, metus sit amet hendrerit convallis, enim erat placerat libero, eu sodales est neque in pede. Fusce adipiscing egestas tellus. Sed nonummy, enim vel fringilla fermentum, erat sapien egestas mi, sed commodo leo ipsum nec metus. Nunc malesuada eros tristique libero. Integer pharetra elit.</p>

<p>Morbi adipiscing, velit eget facilisis fringilla, erat nulla adipiscing wisi, vitae mollis nisl erat id magna. Vivamus venenatis accumsan dolor. Nunc tempus euismod diam. Suspendisse ligula neque, pulvinar sit amet, convallis sed, cursus vitae, orci. Pellentesque tellus augue, auctor at, malesuada a, iaculis mollis, turpis. Vestibulum vel dui. Curabitur vel enim pellentesque diam viverra pharetra. Donec porttitor, diam quis sagittis tincidunt, lorem libero cursus justo, vitae sodales turpis ipsum eget leo. Praesent velit turpis, porttitor vitae, fringilla non, interdum interdum, mi. Quisque tincidunt. Integer elementum, wisi vitae aliquet accumsan, neque justo congue massa, ornare accumsan sapien ante eu ante. Sed id diam. .</p>



</div>



<div id=”content_sub”>

<h3>News & Views</h3>

/*Supplemental Content */




<p>New creative director added to our staff of designers. ..more…</p>



</div>



<div id=”site_info”>


/* Site Information */




<address>New Design, Inc. Copyright 2007</address>



</div>


</div>

</body>

Step 5. Validate the XHTML and make any corrections. Validate CSS and make any corrections.

Step 6. Add contextual selectors to define rules for all elements by area divisions.

<head>

<title>CSS design process</title>


<style type=”text/css”>


#container
{width: 760px;




 margin: 0 auto;




}


#branding
{height: 150px;



 border: 1px solid #000;




}


#branding h1 {font-size: 34px;




 padding: 15px 0 15px 20px;




}


#nav_main
{height: 30px;



 border: 1px solid #000;




}


#nav_main ul
{list-style-type: none;




 margin: 0;




padding: 0;




padding-left: 20px;




}


#nav_main li
{display: inline;




 padding-right: 25px;




}


#content_main




{float: left;




 width: 580px;




 border: 1px solid #000;




 }


#content_main h3, #content_main p




{padding-left: 20px;




}


#content_sub
{float: right;




 width: 160px;



 border: 1px solid #000;




}


#content_sub h3, #content_sub p




{padding: 0 10px 0 10px;




}


#site_info”
{clear: both;




 padding: 10px 0 10px;




 border: 1px solid #000;




}


#site_info address




{font-size: 10px;




 font-style: normal;




}


</style>

</head>

Step 7. Tweak the content rules and adjust for alignment and consistency. 

Step 8. Validate XHTML/CSS again and make sure everything is still standards compliant. 

Step 9. Add actual content. 

Step 10. Convert embedded style rules to an external style sheet. Add <link> element to head area of the structure.

#container	760px width





#branding	150px height





#nav_main








#content_main








#content_sub
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